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SERMON. 


“Righteousness  Exalteth  a  Nation.” 

Proverbs,  14 :  34. 

Patriotism  hallowed  by  Eeligion  is  one  of  the  loftiest 
of  human  virtues. 

In  the  days  of  the  Hebrew  monarchs,  their  most  signal 
national  blessings  and  deliverances  were  celebrated  with 
the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  their  Levitical  worship. 

In  the  proudest  age  of  Grecian  history,  the  anniversa¬ 
ries  of  great  civil  events  were  ushered  in  and  commemo¬ 
rated  by  sacred  processions  and  priestly  offerings  and 
temple  service. 

During  the  whole  period  of  Eome’s  wondrous  life, 
through  all  the  changes  of  her  unstable  government,  we 
find  that  certain  epochs  of  her  history,  fraught  with 
marked  political  consequences,  were  always  remembered 
in  connection  with  the  worship  of  their  several  gods;  and 
thus  the  Eoman,  and  the  Grecian,  and  the  Jewish  patriot, 
worshipping  indeed  different  gods,  and  animated  by  differ¬ 
ent  motives,  invoked  each  the  offices  of  religion  on  behalf 
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of  his  native  country,  and  each  consecrated  his  patriotism 
by  acts  of  devotion. 

We  meet  to-night,  on  this  anniversary  of  our  nation’s 
birth,  on  this  evening  of  the  Lord’s  day,  as  Patriots  and 
as  Christians.  We  meet  as  patriots  dwelling  within  sight 
of  the  hall  wherein  was  declared  our  independence,  within 
sound  of  the  bell  which,  in  accordance  with  its  almost  pro¬ 
phetic  inscription,  first  proclaimed  “Liberty  to  all  the 
land,”  and  in  the  very  city  where  was  framed  that  won¬ 
drous  Constitution,  which  now  binds  together  thirty-two 
sovereign  yet  confederated  States.  We  meet  as  Christians 
with  the  rites  of  our  holy  religion,  to  bow  ourselves  before 
God,  in  humble  thanksgiving  for  our  country’s  mercies, 
and  to  acknowledge  Him  as  the  giver  to  us  of  this  good 
land,  the  bestower  of  this  blessed  liberty,  and  the  con- 
server  of  this  glorious  Union.  The  themes  suggested  by 
these  words  are  broad,  deep,  instructive;  but  I  may  not 
pause  upon  them  now.  I  stand  here  at  the  bidding  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  to  preach  before  them, 
and  to  them  must  I  address  myself  in  brief,  but,  I  trust, 
earnest  and  profitable  words.  I  am  to  address  you  as 
American  young  men ;  not  indeed  all  born  here,  but  having 
your  home  here,  and  as  fully  imbued  with  the  love  and 
principles  of  American  freedom.  I  am  to  address  you  as 
Christian  young  men,  not  indeed  that  all  are  Christians — 
would  to  God  that  you  all  were — but  as  nominally  such, 
wearing  in  your  profession  the  Christian  badge  and  name ; 
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and  addressing  you  thus,  in  this  double  capacity,  as 
American  young  men  and  as  Christian  young  men,  what 
words  can  I  more  appropriately  put  at  the  head  of  this 
discourse,  as  the  guide  of  our  thoughts  on  this  day,  holy 
both  in  the  calendar  of  Church  and  State,  than  those 
which  were  uttered  by  the  wisest  man  and  the  grandest 
monarch  who  ever  lived,  and  who  from  his  throne  best 
knew  the  force  of  the  truth  which  he  uttered,  when  he 
said,  “  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation.” 

To  exalt  his  nation  has  ever  been  a  chief  object  with 
the  enlightened  statesman.  To  this  end  the  sciences  of 
law  and  legislation  have  been  carefully  studied,  and  the 
art  of  government  has  occupied  the  chief  care  of  the  wisest 
of  mankind. 

The  views,  however,  as  to  what  really  constituted 
national  exaltation,  have  varied  with  the  age  in  which 
men  lived,  the  countries  which  they  inhabited,  and  the 
enlightenment  which  they  enjoyed.  Some,  in  the  early 
ages  of  the  world,  looked  upon  national  greatness  as 

arising  from  the  mere  physical  force,  in  the  shape  of 

% 

armed  men,  which  it  could  bring  to  the  field  of  war. 
Others,  dwelling  on  the  borders  of  the  sea,  have  sought 
to  make  themselves  great  by  planting  colonies  on  distant 
shores,  ministering  at  once  wealth,  power,  and  conquest 
to  the  parent  state.  Others,  cultivating  with  assiduity 
the  arts  of  peace,  have  sought  renown  in  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  letters,  the  triumphs  of  art,  and  the  conquests 
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of  philosophy.  But  we  find  not  a  single  nation  of  an¬ 
tiquity,  the  Jews  only  excepted,  who  sought  to  make 
their  national  glory  rest  on  national  morality,  or  who 
acted  in  the  slightest  degree  upon  the  principle  of  the 
text,  “  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation.” 

Yet,  is  not  this  the  organic  law  of  national  growth, 
greatness,  and  glory  X  We  think  that  it  is,  and  that 
even  a  cursory  survey  of  the  nature  of  true  national 
greatness  will  prove,  that  from  whatever  point  of  view 
you  look  at  it,  the  sentiment  of  Solomon  will  be  fully 
sustained — “  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation.” 

The  Bible  was  given  to  man,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  him  political  science,  or  for  constructing  and 
governing  cities  and  nations.  Yet  it  contains  the  most 
profound  maxims  of  law  and  government,  unfolds  the 
true  principles  of  political  economy  in  all  its  ramifications, 
not,  indeed,  by  formal  statements  or  digested  systems,  but 
indirectly,  informally,  by  the  way  —  never,  indeed,  de¬ 
viating  from  the  great  line  of  thought  which  pervades  the 
volume — redemption  through  the  blood  of  Jesus — yet,  at 
the  same  time,  alongside  of  the  mighty  truths  which  are 
to  settle  the  destinies  of  the  soul,  it  utters  every  now  and 
then  the  great  oracular  axioms  which  lie  at  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  just  laws  and  just  government. 

It  is  within  the  compass  of  the  last  two  centuries  that 
the  science  of  political  economy  has  been  born,  nurtured, 
and  made  to  take  its  place  as  one  of  the  great  sciences  of 
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earth.  With  the  exception  of  Aristotle,  who  has  inci¬ 
dentally  treated  upon  money,  labor,  and  the  need  of  free¬ 
dom  to  the  extension  of  commerce,  no  work  upon  public 
economy  appeared  in  Europe  until  the  seventeenth  cen¬ 
tury.  Since  then,  many  and  profound  volumes  have  been 
mitten  by  men  of  deep  thought,  broad  learning,  and  large 
experience,  and  the  influence  of  such  men  has  changed 
the  laws  which  heretofore  regulated  the  capital,  trade, 
labor,  and  protection  of  the  commercial  world.  And  yet, 
while  the  world  was  badly  governed — while  despotism, 
and  feudalism,  and  commercial  restrictions,  and  inter¬ 
national  jealousies,  and  popular  ignorance,  crippled  mind, 
fettered  labor,  strangled  commerce,  and  made  the  wheels 
of  government  move,  over  cowering  and  superstitious 
nations,  like  the  life-crushing  car  of  Juggernaut,  there 
existed  in  the  Bible  the  truths  which  lay  at  the  base  of 
this  science — hid  away,  indeed,  in  monasteries  and  clois¬ 
ters,  locked  up  in  a  dead  language,  guarded  by  a  jealous 
priesthood — but  which,  had  they  been  brought  to  light 
and  acted  upon  in  their  pureness  and  power,  would  have 
demonstrated  their  influence  in  diffusing  light,  law,  liberty, 
learning,  throughout  the  nations — giving  them,  through 
God’s  Spirit,  that  righteousness  which  would  have  con¬ 
ferred  upon  them  true  exaltation  and  grandeur. 

The  proposition,  then,  “  Righteousness  exalteth  a  na¬ 
tion,”  is  susceptible  of  a  great  variety  of  proof. 

I  might  establish  it  by  showing  that  all  the  elements  of 
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national  safety,  prosperity,  power,  and  liberty  depend,  for 
their  vitality  and  perpetuity,  upon  the  principles  of  our 
holy  religion. 

I  might  adopt  another  line  of  argument,  and  demon¬ 
strate  that  all  the  advances  which  modern  nations  have 
made  over  ancient  in  political  economy,  international  law, 
constitutional  rights,  an  unfettered  judiciary,  and  whole¬ 
some  legislation,  are  due  entirely  to  the  infusion  of  the 
Christian  element  into  the  spirit  and  laws  and  institutions 
of  these  modern  nations;  and  I  could  fortify  myself  in 
these  positions  by  quoting  the  sentiments  of  the  wisest 
writers  on  law  and  government,  who,  with  scarcely  a 
single  exception,  accord  the  first  place  to  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ,  as  a  meliorating  and  elevating  power  in  the 
civilized  world. 

Leaving,  however,  these  more  elaborate  arguments, 
which  better  become  the  Forum  than  the  Pulpit,  I  shall 
take  an  humbler  and  simpler  mode  of  proof,  and  begin¬ 
ning  at  the  lowest  of  the  ingredients  which  compose  a 
nation,  endeavor  to  trace  upwards,  through  the  ascending 
series  of  elements,  the  influence  of  righteousness  in  each 
successive  step,  until  I  shall  have  proved  to  demonstration 
that  44  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation.” 

The  lowest  element  into  which  a  nation  can  be  resolved, 
is  the  individual  man;  and  beginning  here,  I  say  that 
44  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,”  because  it  makes  the 
individual  man  a  good  citizen. 
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Where  the  grace  of  God  has  renewed  the  heart,  the 
man  is  said  by  the  Apostle  to  be  “  a  newr  creature  in  Christ 
Jesus.”  There  is  found  in  that  heart  not  only  love  to 
God,  but  also  love  to  man.  Indeed,  so  essential  a  feature 
of  religion  is  love  to  our  fellow-men,  that  it  is  made  a  dis¬ 
tinct  and  unequivocal  mark  of  our  being  the  children  of 
God.  44  By  this,”  says  our  Saviour,  “  shall  all  men  know 
that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another.” 

The  Gospel  and  Epistles  are  full  of  instructions  upon 
this  head,  and  it  is  evident  that  if  this  one  direction  of 
the  Bible  should  obtain  full  and  continual  povrer  in  our 
hearts,  it  would  be  impossible  under  such  a  law"  of  love 
for  man  to  commit  offences  against  his  fellow-man  ;  as 
impossible  as  it  would  be  to  injure  and  offend  himself. 
Hence,  the  simple  acting  out  of  this  one  law  would  do 
away  the  wdrole  catalogue  of  crimes  which  consist  in  of¬ 
fences  against  the  persons  and  property  of  men. 

But,  lest  a  general  law"  might  fail  of  special  application, 
or  its  force  be  lost  in  its  generality,  the  Christian  man  is 
met  by  repeated  exhortations  to  minute  and  specific  duties, 
now  being  wrarned  of  certain  evils  and  now  exhorted  to 
certain  acts  of  goodness.  Thus,  St.  Paul  tells  us — 44  Re¬ 
compense  to  no  man  evil  for  evil,”  44  Let  no  corrupt  com¬ 
munication  proceed  out  of  your  mouth,”  44  Let  all  bitter¬ 
ness  and  WTath  and  anger  and  clamor  and  evil-speaking 
be  put  awray  from  you,  with  all  malice;”  44  Lornication  and 
all  uncleanliness,  or  covetousness,  let  it  not  be  once  named 
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among  you  44  Study  to  be  quiet,  to  do  your  own  busi¬ 
ness  ;”  44  Walk  honestly  toward  them  that  are  without,” 
44  that  no  man  go  beyond  to  defraud  his  brother  in  any 
matter 44  See  that  none  render  evil  for  evil 44  Ab¬ 
stain  from  all  appearance  of  evil 44  Wherefore,  putting 
away  lying,  speak  every  man  truth  with  his  neighbor.” 
When  to  these  restraining  commands  you  add  some  of 
those  which  enjoin  Christian  duties,  you  will  perceive  how 
full  and  minute  the  Bible  is  upon  this  single  point.  For 
as  Lord  Bacon  in  the  Eighth  Book  of  the  Advancement  of 
Learning  (chap,  ii),  well  says :  44  Besides  a  code  of  laws 
directly  religious,  a  variety  of  admirable  rules  stream 
forth  from  the  deep  recesses  of  Bible  wisdom,  and  spread 
over  the  whole  field  of  human  society.”  Now,  all  must 
acknowledge  that  a  character  formed  under  such  influ¬ 
ences,  rejecting  the  evils  which  we  are  cautioned  to  avoid, 
and  doing  the  things  we  are  here  exhorted  to  perform, 
must  be  an  elevated  character,  and  that  Christians,  as 
thus  moulded  by  divine  rules,  must  of  necessity  become 
the  best  of  citizens. 

But  as  if  to  meet  this  specific  point,  the  Apostles  left 
directions  as  to  the  conduct  of  Christians  in  reference  to 
the  civil  laws.  The  language  of  St.  Paul  is,  44  Let  every 
soul  be  subject  unto  the  higher  powers,  for  there  is  no 
power  but  of  God ;  the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of 
God.”  44  Whosoever  resisteth  the  power,  resisteth  the 
ordinance  of  God.”  44  Bender,  therefore,  to  all  their  dues, 
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tribute  to  whom  tribute,  custom  to  whom  custom,  fear  to 
whom  fear,  honor  to  whom  honor.”  St.  Peter  writes, 
“  Submit  yourselves  to  every  ordinance  of  man  for  the 
Lord’s  sake,”  &c.  “  Honor  all,  love  the  brotherhood, 

fear  God,  and  honor  the  King.” 

Christians — I  mean  not  nominal,  but  real  ones — strive 
to  conform  to  these  requisitions,  and  in  doing  so,  they 
make  themselves  the  best  of  citizens.  The  best  in  the 
purity  of  their  principles,  the  best  in  the  purity  of  their 
lives,  the  best  in  the  power  and  purity  of  their  influence. 
It  is,  alas,  too  true,  that  this  cannot  be  said  of  all  who 
profess  and  call  themselves  Christians;  yet  these  few  ex¬ 
ceptions  only  prove  the  general  rule,  and  constitute  no 
good  argument  to  the  contrary.  For,  look  abroad  over 
society,  who  are  the  best  citizens,  the  law-loving,  law-obey¬ 
ing  citizens'?  who  are  they  whose  example  is  most  whole¬ 
some,  wdiose  conduct  is  most  irreproachable,  whose  labors 
are  most  philanthropic,  whose  aims  are  most  elevating  to 
v  the  souls  and  bodies  of  men  ]  Survey  your  army  of 
vagrants,  do  you  find  the  followers  of  Jesus  there  ?  Look 
at  your  purlieus  of  vice,  and  do  you  find  the  disciples  of 
Christ  engaged  in  the  hellish  orgies  1  Summon  before  you 
the  hundreds  and  thousands  whose  business  it  is  to  make 
drunkenness,  and  misery,  and  woe,  do  you  find  holy  men 
of  God  in  this  nefarious  traffic'?  Assemble  the  gamblers, 
the  thieves,  the  panderers  to  public  vice  in  all  its  shapes, 
from  the  cock-pit  to  the  theatre,  do  you  find  the  humble 
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believers  in  Jesus  among  them'?  Visit  your  jails  and 
prisons,  arc  they  tenanted  by  those  who  are  living  a  life 
of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God  ]  Mark  the  outlaws,  the  rioters, 
the  turbulent,  the  evil-doers,  the  Sabbath-breakers,  are  they 
those  who  have  learned  to  love  God,  and  their  neighbor 
as  themselves  \  But  why  need  I  ask  these  questions  \  The 
words  of  Scripture,  the  testimony  of  your  senses,  the  re¬ 
cords  of  society,  and  the  columns  of  your  daily  press  prove 
that  the  best  citizens  are  those  who  are  made  such  by  the 
righteousness  of  the  Gospel;  and  if  all  citizens  illustrated 
the  virtues  and  acted  upon  the  principles  of  the  religion 
of  Jesus  Christ,  it  would  constitute  a  nation  of  Christians, 
a  nation  honoring,  fearing,  and  adoring  God;  a  nation  that 
would  be  celebrated  for  everything  that  was  great  and 
good ;  a  nation  which  God  would  exalt  as  a  mountain  of 
holiness  and  a  dwelling-place  of  righteousness. 

Bising  a  step  higher  than  the  individual,  I  say  that 
“  Bighteousness  exalteth  a  nation,”  because  it  would  make 
good  families.  The  family  is  an  institution  founded  by 
God,  not  merely  to  be  nurseries  of  the  young  physically, 
until  they  are  able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  in  the  same 
way  that  He  ordained  nests  for  birds  and  lairs  for  beasts, 
but  He  ordained  the  family  as  the  chief  moral  nurse  and 
guardian  of  the  young,  where,  taught  by  the  example  and 
the  precepts  of  pious  parents,  might  be  first  implanted  in 
the  youthful  mind,  and  then  nurtured  and  developed  under 


the  shieldings  and  festerings  of  home,  the  virtues  and  the 
graces  which  make  up  the  Christian  character. 

Hence  God  set  the  solitary  in  families,  that  the  family 
might  be  the  first  nurturing  ground  of  youthful  goodness 
and  piety.  So  influential  is  the  family  circle  upon  the 
character  of  children,  that  it  is  a  great  and  acknowledged 
fact,  that  the  mature  character  of  the  man  and  the  woman 
reflects  the  training  of  the  family  in  which  they  were  boys 
and  girls.  The  image  and  superscription  stamped  upon 
the  impressible  heart  of  childhood  by  the  family  die  remains 
through  life.  If  it  is  Caesar’s  image  and  superscription, 
the  world  rules,  if  it  is  Christ’s,  God  rules. 

So  careful  has  God  been  in  reference  to  family  influence 
that  He  has  made  it  the  special  subject  of  legislation, 
laying  down  laws  for  its  preservation,  guarding  it  from 
dangers,  guiding  it  into  peace,  with  a  minuteness  of  detail 
expressive  of  His  watchful  care.  His  language  is,  “  These 
words  which  I  command  thee  this  day  shall  be  in  thy 
heart,  and  thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  chil¬ 
dren,  and  shalt  talk  of  them  when  thou  sittest  in  thy 
house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way,  and  when  thou 
liest  down,  and  when  thou  risest  up.”  And  parents  are 
distinctly  enjoined  to  bring  up  their  children  “  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.”  From  parents  God 
descends  to  children,  and  tells  them,  not  only  in  the  fifth 
commandment,  “  Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother,”  but 
repeats  it,  “  Children,  obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord,  for 
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this  is  right ;  children  obey  your  parents  in  all  things,  for 
this  is  well-pleasing  to  the  Lord.” 

He  tells  husbands  “  to  love  their  wives,  and  be  not 
bitter  against  them.”  He  tells  wives  “  to  love  and  rever¬ 
ence  their  husbands.”  He  tells  fathers,  “  Provoke  not 
your  children  to  wrath.”  He  tells  servants,  “  Obey  in  all 
things  your  masters,  not  with  eye-service,”  and  He  tells 
masters,  “  Give  unto  your  servants  that  which  is  just  and 
equal,  forbearing  threatening,  knowing  that  ye  have  a 
Master  in  Heaven.”  Thus  God  interpenetrates  all  parts 
of  the  domestic  circle  with  religious  principles,  and  the 
family  impressed  and  trained  up  under  these  influences 
must  become  a  godly  family,  and  the  children  will  be 
godly  also,  because  God  has  promised  that  where  such 
religious  training  is  faithfully  carried  out,  that  our  chil¬ 
dren  “  shall  grow  like  olive-plants  around  our  table,”  that 
there  He  hath  commanded  His  blessing  to  rest,  even  life 
forever  more. 

It  is  an  important  truth,  that  a  nation  is,  what  the 
aggregate  of  its  households  are.  Ungodly  families  make 
ungodly  States,  and  hence  there  can  be  no  surer  way  of 
exalting  a  nation  than  by  casting  the  salt  of  peace  into 
each  of  these  founts  of  domestic  influence,  and  thus  mak¬ 
ing  its  else  bitter  waters  sweet,  refreshing,  and  life-giving 
to  the  soul.  “  Everything  that  is  moral  in  a  nation,  if  not 
actually  formed,  has  been  fostered  and  cherished  before  the 
household  fire,”  and  it  is  almost  a  typical  fact,  recorded 
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in  the  Second  Book  of  Samuel,  that  while  the  ark  of  the 
Lord  continued  in  the  house  of  Obed-Edom,  the  Gittite, 
44  the  Lord  blessed  Obed-Edom  and  all  his  household.” 
Let  but  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  not  in  its  visible,  but  its 
symbolical  presence,  with  its  spiritual  mercy-seat,  around 
which  daily  bend  the  knees  of  the  family,  and  over  which 
the  incense-cloud  of  prayer  shall  ever  rise  to  Him  who 
sitteth  between  the  cherubim;  let  but  such  arks  of  the 
covenant  abide  in  all  our  houses,  and  there  would  result 
such  a  glory  to  God  and  such  an  elevation  of  man,  in  his 
moral  and  mental  and  physical  and  social  being,  as  would 
make  our  nation  the  glory  of  all  lands  and  the  joy  of  the 
whole  earth. 

Bising  another  grade  in  the  argument,  I  remark  that 
44  Bighteousness  exalteth  a  nation,”  because  the  religion  of 
Christ  makes  good  rulers.  With  us  the  rulers  are  chosen 
from  among  the  people,  and  are  directly  amenable  to  the 
people  for  the  use  or  abuse  of  their  power.  But  there  is 
a  higher  view  than  this  merely  secular  one ;  it  is  the  Bible 
view,  which  represents  rulers  as  God’s  ministers,  sent  by 
Him  to  punish  evil-doers,  and  for  the  praise  of  them  that 
do  well ;  and  therefore  God  says,  44  He  that  ruleth  over 
men  must  be  just,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.” 

The  influences  which  tend  to  pervert  rulers  are  many, 
and  appeal  with  great  force  to  the  self-love,  self-aggran¬ 
dizement,  and  covetousness  of  the  human  heart,  so  that 
while  the  laws  themselves  are  good,  the  application  of 


them  may  be  so  thwarted  or  perverted  that  justice  shall 
he  turned  backward,  that  truth  shall  fall  in  the  streets, 
that  equity  cannot  enter. 

But  if  each  ruler,  from  the  lowest  magistrate  to  the 
highest  executive,  was  actuated  by  the  principles  of  the 
doctrine  of  Christ,  regarded  his  power  as  a  trust  to  he 
used  in  God’s  name,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
office  with  an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  men,  would  not  the  nation  rise  in  moral  grandeur, 
and  become  at  once  the  model  nation  of  earth  1  Instead 
of  bribery  and  oppression,  and  false  swearing,  and  frauds, 
and  party  intrigues,  there  would  be  security,  peace,  whole¬ 
some  justice,  and  the  spirit  of  order  and  quietude  would 
pervade  the  land. 

Exalted  indeed  is  that  nation  whose  rulers  are  men 
ruling  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  in 
the  words  of  Isaiah,  its  44  officers  are  peace  and  its  exactors 
righteousness;”  and  of  such  a  nation  we  could  say,  still 
using  the  glowing  words  of  the  Prophet,  “  violence  shall 
no  more  be  heard  in  thy  land,  wasting  nor  destruction 
within  thy  borders,  but  thou  shalt  call  thy  walls  salvation 
and  thy  gates  praise.” 

Advancing  another  step  in  the  argument,  I  assert  that 
44  Righteousness  exaltetli  a  nation,”  because  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ  will  always  create  good  laws.  44  Govern¬ 
ment”  (by  which  we  understand  the  sway  of  the  laws), 
says  Edmund  Burke,  44  is  a  contrivance  of  human  wisdom 
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to  provide  for  human  wants.”  With  all  deference  to  this 
great  statesman,  and  with  even  greater  respect  for  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Story,  who  has  made  this  sentence 
of  Burke  one  of  the  mottoes  on  the  title-page  of  his  pro¬ 
found  Commentaries  on  the  Constitution,  I  would  rather 
say  that  government  is  an  ordinance  of  God  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  men  in  human  society;  thus  agreeing  with  St. 
Paul,  who  declares  “  the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of 
God;  whosoever  therefore  resisteth  the  power -resisteth 
the  ordinance  of  God.”  Hence,  the  laws  must  have  re¬ 
spect  first  to  the  honor  of  God,  who,  by  the  social  principle, 
has  bound  men  together  into  communities  and  nations, 
and  secondly  to  the  welfare  of  men  as  the  subject  of  such 
laws.  These  laws,  however,  technically  arranged,  for  con¬ 
venience  sake,  under  the  several  heads  of  common  law', 
mercantile  law,  statute  law,  civil  law,  international  law, 
ecclesiastical  law,  are  simply  rules  of  conduct,  designed  to 
regulate  human  intercourse  in  all  the  possible  relations  of 
man  to  man.  The  design  of  all  law  and  government  being 
the  welfare  of  men  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  God,  it 
follows  that  those  are  the  most  perfect  laws  which  most 
subserve  these  ends.  Now,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  with  that  comprehensiveness  of 
mind  which  fitted  him  to  be  the  law-giver  of  the  universe, 
has  enunciated  in  one  single  sentence  a  rule  of  conduct 
which  covers  every  possible  case  in  jurisprudence,  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  government,  condensing  within  itself  the  essence 
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of  every  just  law,  and  expanding  out  of  itself  a  principle 
applicable  to  every  possible  contingency  of  human  con¬ 
duct  ;  the  sentence  is  this,  “  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself.”  This  is  Christ’s  theory  of  human  government, 
and  did  it  obtain  full  influence  in  each  man,  and  in  all 
the  relations  of  man,  it  would  make  our  crime-ridden  and 
oppressed  world  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord. 

But  it  is  the  aim,  as  it  certainly  will  be  the  effect,  of 
true  religion,  to  carry  out  this  divine  law.  Let  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Christ,  then,  who  ordained  this  law,  become  uni¬ 
versal,  and  this  single  rule  of  conduct  would  guide  man 
in  his  duties  to  his  fellow-man ;  would  regulate  the  inter¬ 
course  created  by  trade,  from  the  simplest  barter  to  the 
most  extended  commerce;  would  adjust  all  the  relations 
between  citizens  and  the  government ;  would  simplify  and 
resolve  every  question  of  international  law ;  in  fine,  it 
would  make  unnecessary  many  of  our  statute-books ;  for, 
in  the  words  of  Jesus,  “  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,”  is 
summed  up  the  true  spirit  of  every  law  requisite  to  guide 
man  for  time  and  in  eternity. 

Again,  “  righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,”  because  it 
gives  birth  to  a  sound  Christian  education.  National 
greatness  and  national  ignorance  cannot  coexist.  Learn¬ 
ing  has  always  elevated  the  State,  and  a  nation’s  literature 
has  ever  been  a  great  portion  of  a  nation’s  glory.  But  it 
is  not  education  merely  which  a  nation  needs.  A  nation 
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may  be  highly  educated,  and  yet  be  deeply  profligate. 
The  intellect  may  be  cultivated  with  all  the  stimulants 
which  art  can  subsidize,  and  it  may  bring  forth  the  golden 
fruits  of  science,  the  precious  harvest  of  mental  wealth 
and  greatness ;  but  if  the  heart  is  left  untilled,  if  the  fallow 
ground  of  unsubdued  lust  and  evil  passions  be  not  broken 
up  by  the  ploughshare  of  repentance ;  if  the  thorns  and 
brambles  of  our  corrupt  nature  be  not  rooted  out ;  if  there 
be  not  sown  therein  the  seed  of  God’s  word  and  planted 
therein  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  and  they  be  not  watered 
with  the  dews  of  the  Spirit,  and  watched  over  by  a  patient 
husbandry  sustained  by  prayer,  and  led  on  by  faith ;  if 
there  be  not  heart-culture,  in  connection  with  mind-cul¬ 
ture, — then  will  the  true  end  of  education  be  defeated,  and 
its  best  of  blessings  be  sacrificed  to  mere  mental  pre-emi¬ 
nence.  The  Bible  requires  and  fosters  education.  But  it 
requires  that  it  should  be  such  as  will  train  the  young 
“  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.”  The  period 
of  the  revival  of  learning  after  the  darkness  of  the  middle 
ages  was  coincident  with  the  almost  Lazarus-like  coming 
forth  of  the  Bible  from  the  grave  of  the  Vulgate.  For 
centuries  it  had  been  bound  hand  and  foot  with  papal 
interdicts  and  priestly  prohibitions,  and  consigned  to  the 
dead  language  into  which  Jerome  had  translated  it ;  but 
now,  at  the  Divine  call,  it  came  forth  and  spoke  in  the 
people’s  own  tongue  the  words  of  everlasting  life.  Never 
until  the  Deformation  were  any  great  efforts  made  for  the 
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general  Christian  education  of  the  young.  Wherever  the 
principles  of  the  Reformation  took  root,  there  also  do  we 
find  established,  mostly  by  the  Reformers  themselves,  or 
their  coadjutors,  systems  of  Christian  education.  Luther 
at  Wittenburg,  Calvin  at  Geneva,  Knox  in  Scotland,  and 
Cranmer  in  England,  laid  the  foundation  of  many  of  those 
noble  schools  and  universities  which  have  been  conse¬ 
crated  to  Christ  and  the  Church. 

Make  the  education  of  a  nation  general,  so  as  to  include 
all  classes  and  estates  of  children,  and  then  make  it  Chris¬ 
tian,  so  that  their  minds  in  their  formative  stage  shall  be 
moulded  by  the  principles  and  examples  of  the  Gospel, 
and  you  impart  to  that  nation  the  materials  of  an  intel¬ 
lectual  greatness  which  will  develope  themselves  into  a 
glorious  Christian  literature,  befitting  minds  created  by 
God,  and  souls  destined  to  immortality.  Make  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  God  to  be  taught  in  conjunction  with  the  studies 
of  literature  and  science ;  let  the  principles  of  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  be  learned  by  our  youth,  from  the  primary  school 
to  the  university,  as  the  Roman  boys  were  required  to 
learn  by  heart  the  laws  of  the  twelve  tables,  as  a  “  carmen 
necessarium,”  a  necessary  lesson,  or  as  the  Jewish  children 
were  commanded  to  study  the  laws  of  the  two  tables  of 
Moses,  and  you  would  permeate  the  youthful  mind  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Bible ;  you  would  exalt  the  whole  scale 
of  knowledge ;  you  would  train  to  athletic  strength  the 
mental  powers ;  you  would  make  the  passions  and  sensi- 
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bilities  of  the  heart  aids  to  intellectual  growth ;  you  would 
remove  from  the  mind  the  greatest  obstacles  to  its  success, 
sinful  lusts,  inordinate  desires,  uncontrolled  passions  ;  yon 
would  purge  your  literature  of  whatever  is  low,  impure, 
foolish,  and  grovelling,  and  call  out  in  masculine  energy 
powers  and  faculties  which  have  been  baptized  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  consecrated  to  the  glory  of  God.  Such 
righteousness  would  exalt  a  nation  in  its  national  mind, 
national  education,  national  literature,  and  give  it  abiding 
national  greatness. 

Once  more.  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation  by  placing 
woman  in  her  true  position  in  society.  Few  things  are 
more  marked  than  the  elevation  which  the  Bible  every¬ 
where  produces  in  the  female  sex.  Wherever  the  Bible 
is  not,  there  women  are  degraded.  This  is  an  historic 
fact.  They  are  regarded  as  beings  having  no  souls,  as 
mere  beasts  of  burden  or  toys  of  pleasure.  Their  birth 
is  a  source  of  sorrow,  their  lives  are  scenes  of  misery, 
and  their  death  is  unmourned.  It  seems  as  if  the  agency 
of  the  woman  in  corrupting  man  to  sin  in  Eden  had  been 
visited  upon  her  in  fearful  retribution  by  the  sex  she 
allured  to  sin.  In  all  heathen  lands,  nay,  in  all  countries 
where  the  religion  of  Christ  does  not  have  full  sway,  the 
history  of  woman  must  be  written  with  tears  for  ink,  and 
sorrow  for  parchment.  Nowhere  but  in  Bible  lands  does 
woman  obtain  her  proper  position,  for  in  the  Bible  her 
position  and  influence  are  designated  with  marked  pre- 


cision.  She  is  to  be  the  companion  of  man ;  not  his 
ruler  or  legislator,  for  the  Bible  says  she  must  be  a  keeper 
at  home — not  his  teacher  or  preacher  in  the  church,  for 
the  Bible  says,  “  Let  your  women  keep  silence  in  the 
011111x11,” — not  the  head  of  the  domestic  circle,  for  the 
Bible  says,  “  Wives,  be  obedient  to  your  husbands,” — not 
to  mingle  in  the  jostlings  of  politics,  for  the  Bible  says, 
“  Suffer  not  a  woman  to  usurp  authority  over  the  man.” 
But  her  place  is  in  the  most  sacred  of  spots — the  family 
group,  and  her  power  is  the  most  effectual  in  the  whole 
range  of  authority — the  power  of  love.  She  is  the  life, 
the'  light,  the  joy  of  home.  “  Her  children  rise  up  and 
call  her  blessed.”  “  Her  husband  also,  and  he  praiseth 
her;”  and  though  the  world  sees  not  her  works  of  mercy, 
nor  hears  her  teachings  of  grace,  nor  beholds  her  secret 
springs  of  influence,  yet  she  is  all  the  while  exerting  a 
power,  silently  yet  surely,  that  is  ruling  the  world.  This 
is  the  position  which  the  Bible  gives  her.  It  lifts  her  up 
from  the  dust  and  takes  her  out  of  the  harem,  and  rescues 
her  from  the  brutality  of  lust,  and  plucks  off  the  fetters  of 
remorseless  caste ;  and,  speaking  with  the  voice  of  God  to 
man,  says,  “  Husbands,  love  your  wives,  giving  honor  unto 
the  wife  as  unto  the  weaker  vessel,  and  as  being  heirs  to¬ 
gether  of  the  peace  of  God.”  Wherever  the  principles 
of  this  single  verse  obtain,  there  is  woman  elevated  to  her 
true  position  in  the  family,  the  state,  the  church.  Occu¬ 
pying,  then,  this  moral  power,  mark  the  moral  influence 
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which  it  gives.  The  habits  of  man  and  his  moral  cha¬ 
racter,  says  Lord  Brougham,  are  mostly  formed  during 
the  first  five  years  of  his  life.  Those  first  five  years  are 
the  mother’s  years ;  her  seed-time,  her  moulding-time,  her 
soul-infiuencing  time.  Let  the  mother  sow  right  seed 
then,  let  her  plastic  hand  shape  the  affections  then,  let 
her  example  influence  for  good  then,  and  the  child  of 
such  a  mother  will  be  great  and  good.  What  France 
wants,  said  Napoleon  to  Madame  Campan,  is  mothers. 
What  the  world  wants  is  mothers,  Christian  mothers, 
for  a  Christian  maternal  influence  would  renew  the  face 
of  society,  and  produce  a  generation  of  children  that 
would  be  the  glory  of  the  world.  All  great  and  good 
men,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  speak  with  reverence 
of  their  mother’s  influence.  Look  at  the  mothers  of 
Bible  characters,  Hannah,  and  Elizabeth,  and  Eunice — 
worthy  of  their  sons,  Samuel,  and  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
and  St.  Timothy.  Look  at  the  early  church,  and  mark 
how  many  of  the  bold  defenders  of  its  faith  were  trained 
by  pious  mothers,  so  that  so  long  as  Christians  shall  hold 
in  reverence  the  names  of  Gregory  Nazianzen,  or  Augus¬ 
tine,  or  Chrysostom,  they  will  also  reverence  their  mothers, 
Norma,  and  Monica,  and  Anthusa.  “  Look  at  the  whole 
line  of  seventy  monarchs  who  have  worn  the  French 
crown,  and  you  find  but  three  who  were  really  the  fathers 
of  their  people,  and  these  three  were  reared  by  their 
mothers.  St.  Louis  was  trained  by  Blanche,  of  Castile ; 
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Louis  XII  by  Marie,  of  Cleves ;  and  Henry  IV  by  Jane, 
of  Albert.”  Study  the  biography  of  the  great  and  good 
men  of  later  days,  and  the  same  fact  appears.  The  world 
is  what  mothers  make  it.  Mothers  can  be  good  and  exert 
a  healthful  influence  only  as  the  righteousness  of  the  Bible 
makes  them  Christian  mothers,  not  in  name  and  profes¬ 
sion  merely,  but  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  It  is  the  inevi¬ 
table  effect  of  the  Gospel  to  produce  this  effect,  and  hence 
we  say  that,  whatever  exalts  woman  to  her  true  place  in 
the  domestic  circle  as  the  companion  of  man,  and  the 
Christian  guide  of  infancy,  will  tend  to  exalt  the  nation. 
Righteousness  does  this  fully,  perfectly,  effectively  ;  there¬ 
fore,  “  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation.” 

Omitting  many  other  points  of  perhaps  equal  interest 
and  importance,  I  will  add  but  one  more  argument,  and 
it  is  this  :  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation  by  giving  to  it 
a  high  and  glorious  aim.  Some  nations  have  sought  glory 
by  aiming  at  conquest,  but  each  has,  in  every  instance, 
been  itself  overcome.  Some  have  sought  it  in  literature 
and  art — the  art  and  the  literature  have  survived,  but  the 
nations  themselves  are  buried  in  the  graves  of  centuries. 
Some  have  sought  it  in  erecting  vast  public  edifices — and 
the  crumbling  temples,  broken  aqueducts,  buried  palaces, 
and  time-worn  pyramids  only  remain  as  the  monuments  of 
those  kingdoms  which  erected  them.  They  each  sought 
greatness,  and  found  it  not,  because  they  sought  it  in 


tilings  material,  transitory,  and  unworthy  the  true  life-aim 
of  a  noble  nation. 

If  the  chief  end  and  aim  of  each  man  should  be  to 
glorify  God  (and  this  God  declares  to  be  the  very  purpose 
for  which  He  made  man — “  I  have  formed  him  for  my 
glory”),  then,  of  course,  the  chief  end  and  aim  of  a  nation, 
an  aggregate  of  individuals,  should  be  the  same  thing ; 
for  the  glory  of  any  given  State  is  but  the  summing  up 
and  the  adding  together  the  individual  glories  of  its  seve¬ 
ral  citizens. 

No  nation  at  present  exists  which  is  governed  on  this 
principle;  but  the  effects  of  such  a  principle,  such  an  end 
and  aim  of  Government,  would  be  to  dispense  perfect 
justice,  to  abolish  every  evil  over  which  law  has  any  con¬ 
trol,  to  furnish  the  noblest  and  strongest  stimulant  to  in¬ 
tellectual  and  moral  culture,  to  do  away  with  war,  slavery, 
oppression,  fraud,  and  crime,  and  to  make  the  land  where 
such  principles  obtained,  a  promised  land  of  bliss  and 
peace. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  is  not  what  the  world  calls 
glory,  and  that  when  it  speaks  of  the  glory  of  this  or  that 
nation,  reference  is  made  to  its  military  deeds — to  its 
naval  triumphs — to  its  constitutional  greatness — to  its  ex¬ 
tent  of  territory — to  its  emblazoned  names  in  State,  in 
Church,  in  letters,  in  science,  in  art — to  its  systems  of 
public  works— to  its  maritime  or  industrial  power;  but 
these  are  not  and  cannot  constitute  the  true  glory  of  man. 
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These  are  fluctuating,  uncertain,  decaying,  and  many  of 
them  positively  iniquitous.  The  true  glory  of  a  land  is 
not  its  wealth,  its  power,  its  armaments,  its  laws,  its  in¬ 
stitutions  of  learning;  but  it  is  in  its  elevation  of  man  as 
an  immortal  being,  and  its  fitting  him  for  the  eternal  des¬ 
tinies  which  stretch  away  beyond  the  grave.  “Let  no 
man  glory  in  man,”  is  the  broad  direction  of  God’s  word; 
but  “let  him  that  glorieth,  glory  in  this,  that  he  under- 
standeth  and  knoweth  Me,  that  I  am  the  Lord.”  Man’s 
highest  glory  is  to  advance  God’s  glory.  Religion  alone 
teaches  man  to  advance  God’s  glory;  therefore,  religion  is 
man’s  highest  glory.  That  which  constitutes  the  highest 
glory  of  man  as  an  individual,  must,  of  course,  constitute 
the  glory  of  the  State  made  up  of  such  individuals. 
Viewed  in  this,  its  true  light,  the  evidences  of  a  nation’s 
glory  and  exaltation  are  not  to  be  found  in  its  triumphal 
columns,  its  military  memorials,  its  mausoleums  of  mar¬ 
tial  or  literary  greatness,  its  cathedrals,  its  libraries,  or  its 
universities ;  but  in  its  churches,  its  Sunday-schools,  its 
Ministry,  its  institutions  of  Christian  benevolence,  its  broad¬ 
cast  Bibles,  its  sacredly-kept  Sabbaths.  These  are  the 
things  which  tend  to  elevate  a  nation,  and  give  it,  if  not 
in  the  sight  of  men,  at  least  in  the  sight  of  God,  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  real  exaltation,  subject  to  no  mutations  of  man 
and  no  changes  of  time,  but  will  perpetuate  it  in  holy  re¬ 
membrance  as  “  the  nation  which  the  Lord  hath  blessed.” 

These  are  a  few  of  the  marvellous  influences  which  reli- 
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gion  exerts  in  raising  man  as  an  individual  and  men 
bound  together  as  nations.  The  subject  is  too  vast  for  a 
single  sermon  or  a  single  volume.  Yet  what  has  been  sug¬ 
gested  will,  I  hope,  enable  you  to  see  the  truth  of  the  pro¬ 
position,  that  “  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation”  in  some 
of  its  many  phases. 

Remember,  however,  that  the  righteousness  spoken  of 
is  not  a  merely  nominal  righteousness — a  lip-profession 
with  no  heart-possession  of  faith  in  Christ — far  from  it ! 
The  righteousness  required  is  that  inner  righteousness  of 
the  soul,  wrought  therein  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  whereby, 
convinced  of  our  lost  condition  as  sinners  and  looking  to 
Jesus  as  our  only  Saviour,  we  are,  through  the  grace 
given  unto  us,  enabled  to  believe  in  and  rest  upon  Christ 
at  once  as  Jesus  our  Saviour  and  the  Lord  our  Righteous¬ 
ness,  and  thus  receive  from  Him  a  righteousness  which 
His  infinite  merits  have  obtained  for  us,  and  in  which,  as 
the  righteousness  of  our  substitute  and  surety,  made  ours 
by  faith,  we  are  justified  before  God. 

There  is  no  other  righteousness  which  God  will  accept. 
In  ourselves  we  have  no  merit,  and  by  ourselves  we  can 
obtain  no  merit ;  we  are  as  utterly  unable  to  work  out  a 
righteousness  which  God  shall  accept  as  we  are  to  atone 
for  our  sins.  The  blood  that  atones  must  be  the  blood  of 
Christ,  and  the  righteousness  that  justifies  must  be  the 
righteousness  of  Christ.  This  is  that  seamless  coat  of 
Christ  with  which  the  believer  is  invested  by  faith ;  this 
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that  wedding-garment  which  the  King  of  the  feast  brings 
forth  “  out  of  the  ivory  Palace”  of  his  free  grace,  “  smell¬ 
ing  of  the  myrrh,  aloes,  and  cassia,”  of  love  and  mercy, 
and  which  He  puts  upon  those  invited  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
to  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb  ;  and  only  as  thus 
robed  in  the  perfumed  vestments  of  our  elder  brother, 
Jesus,  can  we  be  secure  of  favor  when  44  the  King  comes 
in  to  see  the  guests.” 

As,  then,  a  nation  is  but  an  aggregate  of  individuals, 

and  as  there  can  be  righteousness  in  a  nation  only  as  there 

is  righteousness  in  the  individuals  composing  that  nation, 

and  as  this  righteousness  becomes  ours  not  by  being  given 

to  men  in  masses  or  communities,  but  to  the  personal  faith 

of  each  individual  believer,  it  follows  that  each  one  before 
* 

me  has  an  important  part  to  do  in  exalting  this  nation,  and 
that  his  highest  patriotism  is  manifested  not  in  braving 
danger  at  the  cannon’s  mouth,  not  in  making  his  name 
lustrous  with  a  statesman’s  glory,  not  by  extending  the 
boundaries  of  his  country,  but  by  becoming  a  true,  humble 
Christian.  For  only  as  you  are  Christians  are  you  44  the 
light  of  the  world only  as  you  are  Christians  are  you 
44  the  salt  of  the  earth  and  if  five  righteous  men  would 
have  saved  Sodom,  what  will  not  God  bestow  upon  this 
nation  in  answer  to  the  prayer  of  faith  that  shall  go  up 
like  morning  and  evening  incense  from  the  household 
altars,  around  which  so  many  thousands  of  families  gather 
to  offer  the  sacrifices  of  praise  and  thanksgiving. 
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Long  ago  did  the  profound  Algernon  Sidney  declare 
that  the  Christian  was  the  truest  patriot.  A  truth  which 
is  supported  by  experience,  history,  and  the  word  of  God. 
Guizot,  in  his  general  history  of  the  Civilization  of 
Modern  Europe,  states  that  “  Christianity  has  been  one  of 
the  greatest  promoters  of  civilization because,  he  goes 
on  to  say,  “  it  has  changed  the  interior  condition  of  man, 
his  opinions,  his  sentiments,  because  it  has  regenerated 
his  moral  and  intellectual  character.”  Yes,  this  is  it ! 
and  I  would  go  further  and  say,  that  nothing  so  advances 
man  morally,  intellectually,  and  physically,  as  the  religion 
of  Christ,  because  it  is  the  property  of  that  religion  to  change 
its  worshipper  into  the  image  of  Him  whom  he  worships. 
Hence,  its  whole  aim  is  to  make  man  God-like,  and  he 
who  is  most  God-like  is  the  highest  patriot,  and  a  nation 
of  God-like  men  must  be  an  exalted  nation. 

Young  men,  God  has  given  you  a  good  land,  and  has 
laid  upon  you  responsibilities  in  connection  with  this  land 
at  once  vast  and  solemn.  The  future  of  this  land  will  be 
what  the  young  men  of  this  land  shall  make  it. 

The  Psalmist  in  one  of  his  magnificent  passages  calls 
upon  the  pious  Israelite  to  “  walk  about  Zion  and  go  round 
about  her,  tell  the  towers  thereof,  mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks, 
consider  her  palaces,  that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the  generation 
following,  for  this  God  is  our  God  forever  and  ever.”  So, 
young  men,  I  call  upon  you  to  walk  about  our  American 
Zion  and  go  round  about  her,  tell  the  towers  of  her 
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strength,  mark  the  bulwarks  which  support  her  freedom, 
consider  the  palaces  of  her  glory :  and  were  I  called  upon, 
on  this  day  of  our  nation’s  Independence,  to  indicate  the 
towers,  the  bulwarks,  the  palaces  which  give  to  our  land 
strength,  beauty,  glory,  I  should  not  point  to  our  public 
buildings,  magnificent  as  they  are  ;  nor  to  our  Army  and 
Navy,  gallant  and  covered  with  laurels  as  they  are ;  nor 
to  our  territorial  vastness,  embracing  as  it  does  almost  a 
continent ;  nor  to  our  commerce,  our  manufactures,  our 
railroads,  marvellous  as  these  are, — but  I  would  point  you 
to  the  open  Bible,  the  open  door  of  the  church,  the  open 
door  of  the  school-house,  the  sacred  ministry,  the  ordinances 
of  grace,  the  wonderful  power  of  the  religious  press,  the 
banded  associations  of  religion  and  benevolence,  the  un¬ 
fettered  right  of  conscience,  and  the  reverence  which  as  a 
people,  we  pay  to  the  Christian  Sabbath ;  these  are  the 
towers,  the  bulwarks,  the  palaces  which  -confer  on  us  a 
strength,  a  glory,  and  an  influence  such  as  God  has  given 
to  no  other  nation  under  the  whole  heaven.  Would  you 
preserve  and  exalt  this  nation,  send  abroad  the  Bible,  build 
up  the  church  of  the  living  God,  infuse  the  principles  of 
divine  truth  into  every  school,  academy,  and  university, 
sustain  the  institution  of  the  ministry,  scatter  the  products, 
of  your  religious  press  as  so  many  leaves  from  the  tree  of 
life,  conduct  with  vigor  the  great  schemes  of  associated 
benevolence,  preserve  intact  the  rights  of  conscience,  and 
keep  holy  the  Sabbath  day.  Do  these  things,  and  our 


nation  will  have  a  righteous  government,  a  righteous 
system  of  education,  a  righteous  judiciary,  a  righteous 
literature,  a  righteous  commerce,  and  in  the  individual 
man,  the  family  group,  the  social  circle,  the  civic  community, 
the  State,  and  the  nation,  there  will  prevail  truth,  to  the 
exclusion  of  falsehood  and  error ;  peace,  to  the  exclusion 
of  revenge,  bloodshed,  and  war ;  love,  to  the  exclusion  of 
personal  and  national  animosities  and  strifes ;  holiness,  to 
the  exclusion  of  every  sin ;  justice,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  oppression;  the  Christian  graces,  Faith,  Hope,  and  Cha¬ 
rity,  more  beautiful  than  the  fabled  graces  of  classic  mytho¬ 
logy;  and  the  Christian  virtues,  more  lovely  than  the 
muses  of  Grecian  song,  would  adorn  each  heart,  beautify 
each  face,  beam  out  from  each  eye,  Paradise  would  almost 
be  restored  to  earth,  and  God  would  again  come  down  in 
the  cool  of  the  day  to  walk  with  redeemed  and  sanctified 
men. 

These  are  the  bulwarks  of  our  Union !  mark  them  well ! 
for  there  is  not  a  danger  to  which,  as  a  republic,  we  are 
liable,  against  which  these  bulwarks  will  not  secure  us. 
Are  we  exposed  to  the  ravenings  of  political  ambition 
and  the  grasping  hand  of  military  rule ;  are  we  threat¬ 
ened  with  the  wrenchings  of  party  strife  and  the  jugglery 
of  plotting  demagogues;  are  we  open  to  the  fiendish 
arts  of  popery  and  infidelity,  the  evils  of  popular  igno¬ 
rance,  the  jealousy  of  rival  states,  and  the  giant  power 
of  a  prostituted  press, — these  bulwarks,  if  sustained,  are 
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our  sure  protection ;  for  the  principles  of  righteousness 
not  only  promote  everything  that  can  advance,  but  also 
antagonize  everything  that  can  weaken  or  destroy  our 
liberties.  They  constitute  the  flaming  sword  in  the  hand 
of  the  cherubim,  which,  “  turning  every  way,”  guard  the 
sacred  heritage  of  freedom. 

It  was  the  lack  of  these  principles  of  religion  which  led 
to  the  decay  of  every  attempt  at  a  free  and  liberal  govern¬ 
ment  in  ancient  and  modern  times.  I  have  stood  in  Shi¬ 
loh,  where  the  ark  of  the  Lord  so  long  abode,  from  the 
days  of  Joshua  to  the  death  of  Eli,  which,  in  the  best 
time  of  the  Hebrew  commonwealth  was  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment  for  Israel,  a  place,  therefore,  of  pre-eminent  sacred¬ 
ness  in  Bible  history ;  but  it  is  now  in  ruins,  uninhabited 
and  forsaken  of  God,  because  that  people  forsook  Him. 
I  have  stood  upon  Mount  Zion,  where  David  lived,  and 
where  Solomon  reigned  with  a  glory  surpassing  every 
king  of  earth ;  but  the  nation,  then  exalted  by  righteous¬ 
ness,  has  been  broken  up  by  sin,  and  where  the  lion  of  the 
tribe  of  Juda  once  ruled  gloriously,  making  Mount  Zion 
the  “joy  of  the  whole  earth,”  I  saw  the  Crescent  flag 
waving  over  the  very  tower  of  David,  telling  that  “  Jeru¬ 
salem  is  trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles,”  and  that  the  false 
prophet  triumphs  even  in  “  the  city  of  the  Great  King.” 
I  have  walked  along  the  shores  of  Phoenicia,  and  seen  the 
broken  aqueducts,  the  crumbling  arches,  the  fallen  columns 
of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  those  cities  whose  merchants  were 
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princes,  whose  trafficers  were  the  honorable  of  the  earth;” 
cities  which  were  nursing  mothers  of  states  and  kingdoms, 
but  which  now  live  only  in  the  scanty  records  of  the  past, 
because  “  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  stained  the  pride  of  their 
glory.”  I  have  seated  myself  upon  the  pyramids  of  Egypt, 
and  beheld  thence  the  land  which,  in  the  days  of  Mane- 
tho  and  Pharaoh  and  Herodotus,  was  the  most  enlight¬ 
ened  of  all  lands,  but  which  is  now  a  desolation,  “  the 
basest  of  kingdoms,”  because  its  rulers  regarded  not  the 
God  of  Joseph  and  of  Moses.  I  have  wandered  along 
the  shores  of  Greece,  where  human  glory  reared  for  itself 
its  proudest  monument,  where  human  philosophy  reached 
its  loftiest  heights,  and  human  freedom  struck  for  itself 
its  sturdiest  and  most  tyrant-crushing  blows.  But  nearly 
all  that  now  remains  of  Athens,  which  Milton  has  so  ex¬ 
pressively  termed 

* 

“  The  eye  of  Greece,  mother  of  Arts 
And  Eloquence,  native  to  famous  wits/* 

is  the  Parthenon,  the  skeleton  temple  which  once  en¬ 
shrined  the  nation’s  gods ;  the  solitary  Bema  of  Demos¬ 
thenes,  on  which  he  uttered  those  philippics  which 


u  Fulmin’d  over  Greece 
To  Macedon,  and  Artaxerxes’  throne;” 


and  the  deserted 
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“  Olive-grove  of  Academe, 

Plato’s  retirement,  where  the  Attic  Bird 
Trills  her  thick-warbled  notes  the  summer  long,” 

because  God  laid  that  land  low  for  its  pride,  idolatry,  and 
lust.  I  have  climbed  the  stone  steps  of  the  Capitoline  Hill 
at  Home,  and  through  the  tangled  paths  that  lead  to  the  top 
of  the  Palatine,  where  stood  the  golden  palace  of  Nero, 
but  the  Pome  of  the  Republic  was  not  there;  the  Pome 
of  the  Caesars  had  departed,  and  nought  now  remains  of 
that  Poman  Pepublic  and  Poman  Monarchy  but  almost 
shapeless  ruins;  a  few  mere  ribs  and  stanchions  from  the 
mighty  wreck  into  which  the  republics  and  monarchies  of 
Pome  broke  up  when  God  blew  upon  them  the  breath  of 
His  fury,  and  cast  them  as  helpless  hulks  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Tiber.  What  is  the  lesson  which  I  have  learned 
from  these  melancholy  sights'?  That  righteousness  only 
exalteth  a  nation,  that  its  absence  debases  a  nation,  and 
that  though  it  may  struggle  into  greatness  for  a  season, 
yet  it  will  soon  decay  and  leave  only  a  wreck  behind ;  that 
like  them  this  Pepublic  shall  fail  the  moment  we  divorce 
our  liberty  from  our  Bible,  and  seek  greatness  in  ourselves 
rather  than  in  the  Arm  of  the  Most  High. 

The  untried  future  has  indeed  its  quicksands  beneath, 
and  its  storms  above,  but  as  we  gaze  at  our  majestic  ship 
of  state,  bearing  aloft  the  ensigns  of  thirty-two  sovereign 
States,  freighted  with  the  destinies  of  twenty-five  millions 
of  hearts,  chartered  by  the  men  of  ?76  to  bear  to  future 
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generations  the  liberty  which  they  purchased  with  blood 
and  suffering,  our  hearts  bound  with  delight,  and  we  are 
tempted  to  say,  in  the  magnificent  apostrophe  of  the  poet, 


“  Sail  on,  0  Union,  strong  and  great, 

Humanity  with  all  its  fears, 

With  all  the  hopes  of  future  years, 

Is  hanging  breathless  on  thy  fate  ! 

We  know  what  Master  laid  thy  keel, 

What  Workmen  wrought  thy  ribs  of  steel ; 

Who  made  each  mast,  and  sail  and  rope, 

What  anvils  rang,  what  hammers  beat ; 

In  what  a  forge  and  what  a  heat 
Were  shaped  the  anchors  of  thy  hope  ! 

Fear  not  each  sudden  sound  and  shock, 

*Tis  of  the  wave  and  not  the  rock  5 
’Tis  but  the  flapping  of  the  sail, 

And  not  a  rent  made  by  the  gale  !; 

In  spite  of  rock  and  tempest’s  roar, 

In  spite  of  false  lights  on  the  shore, 

Sail  on,  nor  fear  to  breast  the  sea  ! 

Our  hearts,  our  hopes,  are  all  with  thee/* 

But  beautiful  as  this  is  as  poetry,  soul-stirring  as  is  its 
patriotism,  it  lacks  some  essential  elements  which  the 
religion  of  Jesus  only  can  supply.  Unless  that  “  ship  of 
state’’  is  guided  by  the  compass  of  God’s  word ;  unless  its 
helm  is  firmly  held  by  pure  and  undefiled  religion ;  unless 
its  canvas  swells  to  the  winds  of  the  Spirit;  unless  it  is 
manned  by  Christian  hands,  and  sailed  under  Christian 
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colors,  it  will,  despite  its  well-laid  keel,  its  massive  ribs, 
its  weighty  anchor,  its  majestic  form,  its  towering  mast, 
its  freighted  hopes  and  hearts,  only  be  the  sport  of  the 
angry  waves  of  anarchy,  corruption,  and  licentiousness. 
We  shall  escape  the  shipwreck  which  has  befallen  every 
other  republic  only  as  we,  like  the  Disciples  on  the  storm- 
tossed  waves  of  the  Sea  of  Gallilee,  take  Christ  into  this 
ship  of  state,  whose  voice  alone  can  hush  the  raging  storm 
of  faction,  calm  the  dashing  waves  of  popular  fury,  and 
say  to  the  surging  nation,  “  Peace,  be  still.”  Christ  in  the 
individual  heart,  Christ  in  the  ship  of  state,  and  we  have 
that  Righteousness  which  will  exalt  our  nation,  making  it 
the  glory  of  all  lands,  because  it  will  be  “  Emanuel’s 
land,  a  mountain  of  holiness,  and  a  dwelling-place  of 
righteousness.” 


